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CHAPTER 2
STATISTICAL METHODOLOGY

2.1 Target population

Households who took part in the 2017
disability survey were private households
both in municipal and non-municipal areas
excluding foreign households working in
diplomatic or international organizations with

diplomatic privileges.
2.2 Reference period

During 12 months prior to the

interview date

Refers to the last 12 months prior to

the interview date for example if such as

Iif interviewed in Oct. 2017, the reference
time was Oct. 2016 to Sep. 2017.

If interviewed in Nov. 2017, the reference
time was Nov. 2016 to Oct. 2017.

If interviewed in Dec. 2017, the reference
time was Dec. 2016 to Nov. 2017.

2.3 Definition

2.3.1 Disability

Disability has many dimensions
arising from 1) external characteristics; 2) ability
to perform activities; or 3) participation restrictions
(difficulty in participation in society). For example;
from an external point of view, a person
with leg amputation has a lack of limbs and
might experience difficulty walking, and in
terms of social participation no longer be
able to do the work they used to perform.
Thus, according to International Classification
of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF)

“the definition of disability serves as an
umbrella term for impairments, activity
limitations, and participation restrictions”

as follows:
> Impairment

Refers to problems in body function
or structure as a significant deviation or loss
(including psychological functions) observed
or seen clearly: thus; impairments are considered
in terms of “organs” or the “functioning” of
human parts such as blindness, deafness,
amputation of arm(s) or leg(s), paralysis,
psychosis/insanity, autism, etc.

» Activity limitation

Refers to difficulties an individual may
have in executing activities compared to
people without health problems, with difficulty
ranging from a little to severe. Therefore,
activity limitation is considered in terms of
a person’s ability to complete an activity.
If the activity is accomplished, whether it is
done with or without difficulty and without

consideration of any impairments.
> Participation restriction

Refers to problems an individual may
experience in involvement in life situations
such as those relating to career opportunities,
transportation, childcare, housework, active
participation in community, etc. compared
to those without disabilities in the same

society or culture.
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In the 2017 disability survey, disability
was considered in terms of impairments

and activity limitation only.

2.3.2 Difficulty
Refers to difficulty due to health

or mental problems.

2.3.3 Health problems

Refer to physical, mental, emotional
disorders such as illness, diseases or chronic
condition, impairments, organs do not function

normally, etc.

2.3.4 Assistive devices

Refers to equipment, artificial organs
or assistive devices to increase the ability
to work, perform a general and important
activity or to facilitate or alleviate the difficulties

or problems in such matters.

Assistive devices exclude glasses
or contact lenses which can be purchased
at an optical shop for the short-sigshted and
the long-sighted.

2.3.5 Medicine

Refers to drugs used to treat,
control; or alleviate difficulties or health

problems.

2.4 Sample design

The sample selection method was
a stratified sampling (please see Appendix
A.) which Bangkok and other regions were
counted as five strata. Each stratum (except
Bangkok) was divided into two sub-strata
according to the type of local administration:
municipal area and non-municipal area. The
primary sampling unit was the enumeration
areas and the secondary sampling unit was

private households.

Selection of primary sampling unit:
the enumeration areas (EAs) were selected
within each substratum, separately and
independently among substrata, with the
probability proportional to size (PPS sampling).
The measure of size assighed to each EA was
the total number of households. There were
5,970 EAs sampled from the total 127,460 EAs.

Selection of secondary sampling unit:
in each sample EA, private households were
divided into two groups by using information
from the listing of private households. The
selection of private households as secondary
sampling units was defined in each group
as follows:

Group | (private households with a household
member who has difficulties or
health problems that persisted
for at least six months and/or has
impairments). All private households
in this group (n; = Ny) were selected

as secondary sampling units.

Group Il (private households without a
household member who has
difficulties or health problems that
persisted for at least six months
and/or has impairments, and private
households that could not be
listed). Within each sample EA,
exactly 5 private households in
this group (n, = 5) were selected
as secondary sampling units by

using systematic sampling.



2.5 Data items

2.5.1 General characteristics of household
members

2.5.2 Education

2.5.3 Employment during 12 months
prior to the interview date

2.5.4 Difficulties or health problems of
children aged 2-4 years

2.5.5 Difficulties or health problems of
children aged 5-17 years

2.5.6 Difficulties or health problems of
adults aged 18 years and over

2.5.7 Caregivers of persons with self-care
difficulty

2.5.8 Impairments

2.5.9 Health status

2.5.10 Use of assistive devices, welfares,

use of computer and internet

2.5.11 Housing characteristics
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2.6 Data collection

Data collection was carried out in the
whole country from October to December
2017, NSO enumerators interviewed members
of the sample households using the survey

questionnaire.

Before the data collection period, the NSO
conducted the enumerator training to explain
definitions and sample coverage as well as
how to use the questionnaire, including
checking the completeness and accuracy
of the data.

After the data collection was completed,
the data was recorded by computers in the
76 provincial statistical offices, and then

sent to the NSO for further data processing.
2.7 Data processing

The survey was a sample survey in order
to estimate or deduce the population
estimation according to the steps detailed

in Appendix A.



